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NuMs. 244 1. 
thought to promote thee unto great Honour; 
lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from Honour, 


HESE words are the paſſionate and angr 

Reſentment of Balak Aing of eMoab, againſt 

Balaam the Sorcerer, for not curſing the 
rand blaſting the Degus of the Children of I 
For this People coming up in a numerous oy 
ieypt, to take poſſeſſion of the Promis'd Land, 
be inveſted with the rights and inheritance of 
Forefathers, made a very formidable figure in the 
of Moab, and ſtruck a terror and confuſion into 


Neighbouring Countries, Bala“ and his Sub- vz 22. 
ere ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at the Greatneſs of their 1, 3. 
jers,and the Extravagancy of their Demands, and 
raid, left they ſhonld lick up all that was round 
them, as the Ox licketh up the graſs of the field. 
ch a potent and numerous Enemy, conducted 
a foreign Country by a conſtant ſeries of Miracles, 
| tobe pick'd out for fome great Defign,and to be 
yd as the Inſtruments of Providence, to chaſtiſe 
ebellion of the other Nations. This made the 
er apprehenſive of their own Danger, and fears 
here the Storm would diſcharge it ſelf. The 
ent was very viſible and apparent, and the 
| of Juſtice hung threatning over their Heads: 
Sms and Daughters expected to be carried into 
In Captivity, and Defolation and Famine were 
pprosching their native Country. 
der ſuch a melancholly and diſmal Proſpect of 
„King Balak took all politick meaſures of ſecu- 
lis Perſon, and defending his Domintons : and, 
nuch as he found himſelf inferior to the Enemy, 
nable to diſpute the point fairly with them in 
led; he had recourſe to indirect practices, and 
our'd ta ſupply by. Sratagem what was wanting 
>. A2 | in 


v. 4. 


4 A Sermon Preach d before 
in Strength, and by the Arts of Magick and 9 
to vanquiſh £4 whom Chariots and Armies 
make no impreſſion upon. 

Balaam, the Son of Beor, was the Perſon pitch] 
on for this notable piece of Service , and the De 
his Learning, and the Reputation of his Sandi, , 
freſh Life to the Expectation of the Moabite,, 
buoy'd them up with the hopes of Succeß u 

_ . Undertaking, But he, being over-rul'd by they 
| of Prophecy, and receiving Counter-orders frog 
Numb. 23; true God, was unable to find any Enchantment g 
23. Jacob, or Divination againſt {ſrael ; and lo was d 
to alter the Meaſures of his Proceedings, and ty 
the deſired Curſe into a Bleſſang. | 
p - This ſo highly provok'd the Diſpleaſure, and: 
| the Indignauon of the King, that he baniſh'd the 
 _, chanter from his Preſence, and with a fſcemuny | 
Pride and Contempt told him, what Honours and 

'* ferments his Plain-dealing and Sincerity had de 

him of, I thought to promote thee unto great H 

but bo, the Lord hath kept thee back from Houn 

\ Theſe words ſeem to be founded upon that con 
notion which ſome great Men have, that they wht 
niſter in baly thjngs, are ty d up to no other Rule 
thoſe of their /utereſt ; that Religion is a Craft, 

Conſcience a Felt ; that Prayers are an idle Au 

meat, and the Power of the Keys entirely at the 

vice of the Prince. | 

I ſhall therefore beg your Leave to let Balu 
preſent that Order of Men, which the King th: 
him no inconſiderable Member of, and that you 

not at preſent load his Memory with too much lil 

and Diſgrace, nor link his Character below the 

nion which the Court had of it. For tho he 
miſguided in the Object of his Worſhip, and 

wrong Meaſures in his Applications to the I 

qt his Office was eſteem'd ſacred by the Heathen 

is Reputation was great in his Country; his? 
was rever'd by All, and his preſent Conduct was 
particularly applauded by zhoe, who were und 


v # 
* 


the Univerſity of Oxford, &c. 

me unfortunate Miſlakes with himſelf, How juſtly 
yer the Worſhipers of the true God may blame the 
uperſtition of the Sorcerer, and reflect upon the Mad. 
/s of the Prophet ; yet Balak being under the Pre- 
ſeſſions of a falſe Religion, and the Guidance of an 
oneous Conſcience, could not but haye a great Vene- 
ation both for the Art and Per/on of Balaam. 

Upon this Suppoſition therefore, (namely the Opi- 
jon of Falaam's being a Prophet, and the Reſpect 
hich was thought due to his Funion,) I ſhall treat 
chat rough and haughty Anſwer, which Balak gave 
im ſor not cur ſing his Enemies. 7 thought to promote 
bee unto great Honour; but lo, the Lord hath kept thee 
uk from Flonour. 

Theſe Words, (as appears by the Circumſtances of 
e foregoing Story, and the Remarks I. have made 
pon the Context, ) do repreſent to us that extrava- 
ant Notion of Power, which Balak as a Ming, thought 
limſelf inveſted with, to command the Service of 
balaam, (whom he reſpected as a true Propber, ) to 
oa thing egal in it ſelf, and inconſiſteut with his 
Me, upon a Proſpect of that Honour and Preferment, 
hich he was in a Capacity to oblige him with, 

This remarkable Tranſaction between the Aing and 
he Prophet, will furniſh me with theſe following 
Obſervations, for the Subject of my enſuing Diſcourſe, 


FIRST, That the generality of Saperiors, by a 
Stretch of their Authority, are willing to demand 
— and unwarrantable things of Eccleſiaſtical 

erſons. | 

SECONDLY, That the Method and Artifice,by 
which they think to prevail over mercenaryMen, 
1s the ſpecious Offer of Preferment and Honour. 

THIRDLY, That the common way to worldly 


to the Principles of t 
to oblige em. } 
FOURTHLY, That Plain-dealing is the uſual 
Bar and Impediment to a Good Man's Advance- 
ment, | FIF THLY, 


oſe, who are in a Condition 


Grandeur, 1s _— the Tempers, and conform 
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A Sermon Preach'd before 
FIF THL, That it is ſtill the Duty of a Con 
Man, notwithſtanding the Allurements au 
Temptations of this World, to act agreeably y 
his Conſcience, and the Laws of his God, 
' SIXT HLY, That a Perſon who acts thus in, 
partially between the Commands of his princt 
and the Dictates of his Conſcience, ſhall find in, 
finite Comfort and Satis faction, altho' he miſſ; 
thoſe Advantages, which Flatterers and Temp 
rizers may gain at the preſent. 


"FIRST, The firſt thing obſeryable is, that 9. 

periors, by a Stretch of their Authority, are willig 

to demand illegal and unwarrantable things of Ech. 
aſt ical Perſons. 

Notwithſtanding we have a common Rule and Stn. 
dard of our Actions, and the Boundaries of Good and 
Evil are ſufficiently fix'd and determin'd}; yet Gret 
Men, that are given up to Luſt, and Slaves to Ani. 
tion, are for removing the Fences at pleaſure, an 
eftabliſhing Tniquity by a Law. Their Stations make 
them Head-ſtrong and Aſſuming, Poſitive and Impen. 
ous ; and the not well-underſtanding the Limits d 
their Power, puts them upon a wrong Uſe and Apple 
cation of it, Hence 'tis that they grow fond of then 
ſelves, and diſreſpectful to others; look upward with 
Envy, and downward with Diſdain ; are too Big to 
be controul'd, and too Wiſe to err. They think Good 
and Evil to be arbitrary things, and themſelves Per 
ſons commiſſion'd to enact them at pleaſure, The) 
are for a Latitude in Principles, and a Licentiouſnes i 
Practice; for Stretching the Prerogative to the Pit 
judice of Conſcience, and for Cutting the Knot which 
they can't handſomely aunty. 

Now it is much to be fear'd that the Eaſineſs and 
Compliance of ſome, who ought to have more Courage 
and Fidelity in their Sacred Function, has given too 
great Encouragement to the exorbitant Demands df 
their Superiors. For tho' we ſhould grant an Abſolut 
Power in the Prince, and exact an Unconditional * 
* & 1 | en 


the Univerſity of Oxford, &c. 


e from the Subjef? ; yet does it not follow that this 
ber ſhould be transfer d from Civil to matters purely 
ritual, or that this Obedience ſhould impoſe upon the 
.nſciences of Men, or evacuate the Commands of 
od. For this would be to blend and confound two 
tint aud independent. Juriſdictions, and ſname fully 
depreſs our God, that we might exalt his /7ce-pgerent-: 
would be to ſtretch the Prerogatzue, and Fea the 
nie bod; to {trip the Church, and enrich the Hate; 
be llingy to the «H7rre, and too liberal to the Crown; 
de Pa//rve to a Fault, and even Loyal to a Sin: In 
jort, it would be to flatter Princes with a Power, 
hich God never entruſted them with; to comple- 
ent away the Liberiy which Chriſt has given to his 
lurch, and to perſwade our Eccleſiaſtical Governors to 
and for Ciphers in their own Courts of Judicature. 
n Exceſs this way has without doubt blown up the 
anity of Princes, and ſome times prevail'd with the 
hell, to be not only Paſſrve in his Obedience, but 
ne in his Compliance to their unjuſt Commands; 
te former of which will never ceaſe to be an indiſpen- 
* Duty, and the /a/zer will always continue a dam- 
able Sin. 

The Sum and Subſtance then of what has been ſaid, 


bwer in Superiora, back'd with a tame and ſervile tem- 
rin Dependents and Inferzors, and a ſtretch of Con- 
lence in matters that are not diſpenſable with by the 
aus of God, has made Princes aſpiring in their Hu- 
ours, and unreaſonable in their Demands ; perſwaded 
em to think too highly of themſelves, and too con- 
wptibly of others, and by the ſole Dint of their Au- 
lority, to put a Stamp upon Truth it ſelf, and force 
Doctrine to paſs for Current and Orthodox. But, 
SECOND LVL, The next Obſervation from the 
ext is, that the Method and Artifice , by which 
teat Men think to prevail over mercenary Souls, is 
e ſpecious Offer of Preferment and Honour. 

Now the Truth of this Obſervation will. appear 
ea theſe three following Conſiderations. 

Hr, The Prevalency of the Offer it ſelf. Se- 


nounts to no more than this, that a falſe Notion of 
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Sermon Preach d before 
Secondly, The Agreeableneſs of it to human Natur 
Thirdly, The Condition of the Perſon that offcr;; 

Firſt, The Offers of Honour and Preferment u; 
very tempting and prevalent in themſelves, Ty 

Height of a Station is apt to amuſe the Eye, and oy 

turn the Brain; and ihe Angdoms of this world, ui 

the Glories thereof, are enſnaring Propoſals to aſpirin 
tempers, The Favour of a Prince, and the Nod dj 

Courtier; the Greetings in the Markets, and the Py 

eminence at an Entertainment; a Diſtinction of Ou 

ty, and the nppermoſt Seats in the Synagogues, have hi 

a pernicious influence upon popular Spirits, and ma 

haughty and ambitious Perſons look with Diſdain u 

Contempt upon all below them. The Notion whid 

Balak ſeems to have entertain'd of his Power, wat 

bribe the Conſcience, and buy the Curſes of the pn 

phet; and the ſame Principle runs thro' other Gr: 

Men, and puts a fatal Biaſs upon their Creatures a 

Dependents. Courteſie in Superiors has effe&: 

ſtrange things in ſome Complaiſant Gentlemen, an 

Bribes have been more potent and ſucceſsful than Ar 

mies. A ſeaſonable Gift has oftentimes ſtop'd th 

Mouth. of a terrible Adverſary, and a Goodly Preſe 

ment brought down the Stanchneſs of an Orthod 

Divine. Honour is apt to dazle our Eyes, and mi 

guide our Steps, to clear up our Underſtandings, at 

melt down our Conſcienees; to infuſe Light into i 

Heart, and Vigour into the Hand: to pervert i 

Will, and biaſs our Actions; to rectify the Notions 

Good and Evil, and refine upon the old faſhiondÞ 

ctrines of our Anceſtors: In one word, it is apt to bi 

our Satyr, and diſarm our Fury; to overbear our Al 
guments, and ſilence our Tongues; to open anolit 

Scheme of Chriſtian Duties, and give a neu, but # 

priging Turn to the Brain of a Caſuiſt. How ſtrang 

ly have ſome Men been enlighten d! how wonderful 

have they grows Miſer] how ſuddenly have 1 

carded he old Principles! how ſhamefully ho 

hands with their deareſt Friends! And what is e 

of all ſurprizing, their Converſion has been in an 1 


{tar 


" the Univerſuty of Oxford, Cc. 

t and their former Scruples have vaniſnid in a mo- 
u, and what was deſign d to harden them in theic 
„ has been the happy Inſtrument of their Con- 


M1 2d 24% ey 
utnotwithſtanding all theſe ſpecious Pretences and 
ens, theſe Flouriſnes and Salvoes of a temporizing 
ſcience; the World will be ſo ill-natur'd, as to 
all their Zeal, and queſtion their. Reformation; to 
hto the Masks and Diſguiſes of Deſigning Men, 
diſcover the ſecret hand behind the Curtain, 
eh ſo plauſibly turns round the Machines, fo arti- 
ly changes the Scenes. But, 

candy; This Offer of Preferment was more likely 
ucceed, becauſe it was agreeable to the ambitious 
res of humane Nature. And here no body can 
y, but that Ba/at's Politicks were regular, and the 
eme well laid; the Bait was plauſible and inviting, 
the Prophet attack'd on the right fide. And tho' 
event did not mnſ{wer Ankes men. it was more 
Ing to the Interpoſition of Providence, and the 
e of a Superior Power, than to the Courage and In- 
ation of Halaam. For if corrupted Nature had 


could have kept his ground? What Man could 
e been ſo brave and hardy, as to cope with the u- 
d Force of Honour and Intereſt? The Conquelt in 
$ cale. was like to prove caſy and delighttul, and 
Charms of Gold to be an Qyer-match for the 
gers of Magick. ng. CE Es oc 
here is agreatDegree of Pride and Ambition, which 
planted at the very Root of our - Nature, and diſ- 
ers it ſelf in the molt conſiderable Actions of our 
e. The Love of our Selves is generally at the 
om of our Projects, and the Proſpect of Henour 
es Life and Spirit to the moſt hazardous Under- 
ings: It cancels all former Friendſhips, and ſuper- 
& Obligations: it deſpiſes Danger, and bears 
mn Oppoſition; breaks thro' the Ties of Nature, 
L over-turns the Principles of Religion and Con- 


ence. But, is 4: | 
B  Thirdh, 


a left to her own Choice and Conduct, what mor- 
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15 A, Sermon preub' i before 
- Thirally , Honour and Preſerment may ſeem 9 
tempting and valuable upon the account of the þ 

; fon that cConfetrs them, The Ear of a Prince 3; 
uncommon Favour, and an Audience at Court jg 
eaſily obtain d. There are a great many Difficul 
that obſtruct the Paſſage , and 'tis uſual to paſs i 
abundance of tedious Formalities and lingring Ay 
tation to make our Addreſſes , or preſent a Peri 
Majeſty is not to be apptoach'd at all times, nor $y 
and Grandeur laid alide to pleaſe the Humour of ey 
Subject. Favourites perhaps may be heard, and; 
ing Paraſites careſs'd and rewarded, but Men of | 
rightneſs and Integrity are to be kept at a Diſtan 

and Perſons that bear no Character muſt not expel 
appear before Kings. 

Since therefore, the Acceſs to Superiors is ſo dl 
Cult, and their Favours are fo rare and un common, 
is no Wonder that the Worth of them is magnify 
and the Value augmented to an extravagant rate. 
it is not always fo much the Greatneſs of the Gi 
as the Quality of the Perſon that gives it, wi 
makes it acceptable to the Receiver. A Royal Fat 
is the more to be eſteetn'd, becauſe it is ſought for vi 
Toil, and obtain'd with Difficulty. Wete the! 
chaſe cheap, the Benefit might be neglected, and 
Commonneſs of the Bleſſing take off from the ni 
Value of it; but ſince it paſſes thro? ſo many Handi 
is conferr'd from ſuch an high Station, it raiſesinp 
portion to the Greatneſs of him that gives it, and 

is mote pleaſing ro the Ambition, and agreeableto| 
"—_— of him that #ecezves it. But, 
THIRDLY, The common Way to worldly 
deur is tb ſtudy the Tewpers;and conform to theP! 
eiples of thofe who are in a Condition to oblige 
If Balram will have Honour and Promotion, het 
act as Balak will have him, and curſt the Iſratill 
or loſe the Bleſſing of the King. His Conſcie 
muſt be eaſy and complaiſant, pliant and conforms 
and all the Powers in Heaven mult be engag'd on 
fide, whenever the Humc ur of his Prince W 


the Univerſity of Oxford, c. 
us Religion, (tho' in it ſelf pure and ſpiritual, and 
its Divine Author, able to wo Pariableneſs of 
vw of Turning, ) is oftentimes born off from its na- 
e dimplicity, and wreſted and warp'd to ſecular 
poles, It muſt be blended with Art, and diſguis'd 
Knavery ; be allay'd with Superſtition, and coun- 
leited by Hypocriſy : It muſt he moulded and tem- 
d to make it current and faſhionable, and turn'd 
ten thouſand Shapes to render it agreeable to dif- 
ntPalates, and Variety of Ages: It muſt be gloſs'd 
n and interpreted at pleaſure ; be taught the Lan- 
ge of Courts, and be made ſubſervient to the In- 
eſt of Princes : the Rigours of it muſt be ſoften'd, 
| the Penaltigs extenuated; the pretended Excre- 
nces par d off, and ſubſtantial Duties diſſembled; 
very Life of it ſtifled, and only the ſhadow pre- 
d. It muſt ſooth the Euibuſiaf, and careſs the De- 
bee; pervert the Lear uod, and excuſe the /gnorant ; 
nlort the Drun ard, and indulge the Lilertine: It 
ut be Crimace to the Humoriſt, and Cruelty to the 
lt ; Starchneſs to the Hypacrite, and Craft to the 
an ; All: things ta all men, and every thing in 
t, but what it really is. ö 
Thus is Religion taught to differ and vary, as 
Ich as the very Faces of its Profeſſors; and the 
neme of Principles can no more ſuit with every Age 
Humour, than the ſame Garment fit every indi- 
ual Perſon in the World, It is no wonder then, 
it deſigning Men are ſo apt to veer and tach about, 
to proſtitute their Conſcience upon every new 
m of Government, if we conſider the Principles of 
Court they are dependent upon, and the Humours 
thoſe great Perſons they have ExpeQation from. 
no Naaran may proclaim the Greatnels of his Cure, 
d magnify the Power of that God who effected it, 
thecan't tell how to be a Worſhiper of him, unleſs 
have a Diſpenſation for Lowme in the Hoyſe of 2Kings 5. 
mmon : For his Character at Court mult be kept up, 18. 
d his Poſt in the Government ſecur'd z his Devo- 
0s are to be crampt by a Place, and bis Gratitude 
n (ike 
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Caſe, and theſe were Caſuiſts fit to be conſulted! 


_ were immediately receiv'd as the Oracles of God, 3 


.they ſhould go up againſl it ; and proſper ; for God wi 


| A. Sermon Preach'd before 
ſtifled by a ſtingy Reſerve for his Maſter: And in; 
rhing it is to be hop'd, that the Lord will pardy 
Servant, and not urge his Duty to the Prejudice 
His Intereſt ; it is to be hop'd the God of Zr]; 
make ſome allowances for Reaſons of State, and 
Good of the Publick, and not 100 rigidly inſiſt vpont 
Converſion of a Cour ſier, or the Piety of a Soldin 
Neither was this Vaaman's particular caſe only, | 
every Age has produc'd Inſtances of ſome Men, f 
would willingly ſerve their own Turns by their} 
tenſions to Godlimeſs, and every Reign has urn 
out ſome Doctrines, which the Slaves to a Court, ; 
the Seckers after Preſerment, have greedily fuck 
and zealouſly propagated. How often has Lav: 
Diviniiy been canvals'd, the Statutes and the 5 
been ranſack'd, to give proof and credit to a Doubt 
Title? How often have the Heads of Divines, andi 
Pens of Criticks been employ'd, to ſtrike out ſa 
new and marvelous light, from the intricate and my 
rious Vi ſious of Ezekiel, and to ſooth the Ambiti 
and juſtify the Undertakings of Princes, by an 0 
and ridiculous Comment upon the Revelations. 
At other times all the Diſtindtions of the Sh 
mult be fitted, to pick out Reſerves, and Saluoes f 
temporizing Conſcience 3 and the Pretenſions 
Rulers mult be pronounc'd Juſt and Honourable, bv 
by the Laws of God and Man, whenever their f 
mour, or Ambition leads them to enlarge their Don 
nions, and encroach upon the Rights of their int 
cent Neighbours. | 
Thus when Ahab and Fehoſaphat reviv'd an 
Claim to Ramoth-Gilead, and combin'd to enter uit 
it by force of Arms, all the falſe Propbers declar'd tl 


certamiy acliver that important Place into their bai 
This was a Comfortable Determination of a weight 


ambitious Princes; And accordingly their Worl 


their Perſons had in the higheſt Eſteem and vera 


On. 
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the Univerſity of Oxford, G. 12 
When Korah and his Company pleaded for the Huli. 
4 of the Congregation, and encourag'd a Mutiny a. Neb, 16- 
alt Moſes and Aaron, they were preſently careſs'd as 
riots of the People, and repreſented as Men ſervice- 
e in their Generation, and. of the greateſt Character 
| Renown in their Country. Rebellion (it ſeems) 
| fanetify'd their Perſons, and their Pretenſions 
t of Neceſſity be lawful, becauſe they ſtruck in 
tha Faction, and were countenanc'd by the Populace. 
From hence we may gather, that it 1s not always 
pbt but Humour, not Reljzion but Intereſt, that 
ces a Man at the Head of a Party, and gives him a 
arater in this World, He that ſuits his Diſcourſe 
the Times, and prophe/ies ſmooth things; that 
bs with untemper'd Mortar, and calls Good: Evil,and 
i/ Good, ſhall certainly have the Applauſes of a cor- 
pt and vicious Age; but he that has regard only to 
Rules of Truth, and does not nicely diſtinguiſh 
Perſons of Men, ſhall meer with abundance of 
dneſs and Indifferency. For it is obſervable that 
ry Age has its peculiar and darling Doctrines, and 
t endure the touching of ſome tender Points, 
ich are contrary to the approv'd Maxims of Govern- 
nt and Policy. | 
Ark thy Fathers, and they will ſhew thee ; enquire of Deut. 32. 
Elders, and they will tell thee, to what an inſup- 
able Height the juriſdiction of St Peter was ad- 
cd, and how Crowns and Scepters were laid at the 
tof his haughty Succeſſors; and then preſently, 
n a little Diſguſt, the Supremacy was transfer'd to 
Aung, and all the Paſſages to Preferment ſtop'd, 

els you ador'd his Maje/ty, and vilify'd his Holineſs. 

n ſucceeding Ages thePrerogative was ſcrew'd up to 
higheſt Degree, and a Jus Divinum pleaded in be- 
of Monarchy and abſolute Government; and af- 
bat, Liberty and Property caſt the Balance to the 
Pulican lide, and the natural Right of Free-bornSub- 
was a ſpecious colour for Faction and Rebellion. 
eoObedience and Non-re/iflance have had their ſe- 
"4 Riſes and Turns in the World; and then _ 
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the faſhionable Principles of the Times: fo that 


aus Age can't bear the Sounducſs of their Dori 
and the Freedom of thgix Reproofs. | 


\ of Sermon Preach'd before © 
dering of Kings, and the Binding of Nobles in link 
Tron; the Pillaging of Eſtates, and the Baniſhmey 
the legal Owners have been the Doctrines of ou; 
wour, and the Privileges of his Sazw/s. The Ston 
the Maccabees, like a two-edged Sword, has cut ei 
way, and been pleaded for and agam#? Refeftance, 
the 7 hebean Legion has been either 7ruth or Fi} 
as it has beſt ſunted with the Humour of Prince; ; 
the Intereſt of Wrzzers, | 

Laſtly, Every One knows the Time, when! 
vines have learnedly preſs'd the Neceſſity of Chy 
Communion, and ſet off the Danger of Schiſm and! 
ſenlion with a becoming Warmth and Zeal; and 
the Tables have been turn'd on a ſudden, and the; 
Men have been all over Peace and Laue, Gentin 
and Forbearance : Moderation has been in theirMout 
and Zukewarmneſs in their Hearts; Latriude inthe 
Frinciples, and /ndifference in their Practice. 

All theſe Inſtances make it undeniably appear, vi 
Variety of Doctrines have been in Vogue in this 
tion, and what Shifting and Turning there hash 
in the ſeveral Parts of Religion. It is not my Buſa 
to determine, which Point, upon a juſt State of 
Queſtion, may be right; but only to remark to] 
that all theſe DoQrines have had their Riſe and! 
according to the Humours and Inclinations of Men 
Authority, and the way to worldly Advancement) 
been to ſwim with the Stream, and ſtrike in u 


Court, nut the Bible, has given Inſtructions to! 
Propbet, and the Mill of the prince, not the Lat 
_ has been the Tue of the Subje's Obedir! 

ut, | 
FOURT HLX, As Flattery and Frimming ht 
been the firſt ſteps to Preferment; ſo Plain-deill 
and Sincerity have been the uſual Bar and [mf 
2211 againſt it. The chief reaſon why Merit! 
ſeldom aigviſy d and diſtinguiſb d and Men of Good! 
and Piety are ſo often negledted, is, becauſe a lict 


the Univerſity of Oxford, Gr. 13 
f$t. Y the Bat will urge the Ualawfulneſs of 
ods Martiage, he (hall fall under the Diſpleaſure 
a wantoh ZZervatas, and in the end loſe both his 

etty and his Life. | 

St. Paul will diſcourſe of Juftice and Chaſtity be- 

a Laſeivious and Tyrannizing Felix, he ſhall be 

viſs'd from the Preſence of the Governour with a 
wn, and be rewarded with Bonds and Impriſon- 
t for his impudence and preſumption. 

hen Eiyj, reprov'd Abab for his Injuſtice and 
rity towards 1Vaborh, and for ſelling bimſe , to ! Kin. ar. 
þ evil in the fight of the Lord; the Freedom of the mw 
ourſe was cenſur d, and the Man of God repreſented 
in Enemy to the Government. Had he ſooth'd 
fatter'd bab in his Vices, he ſhould always have 

| a ſhare of his AﬀeRions, and been reputed his 
y good Friend; but to accuſe him with Boldneſs , 

| rebuke him with Authority, was too unmannerly 

"arine for a Court, too plain and blunt a Truth to 


i 
down with a King. 
The like misfortunes happen'd to Micaiab, when he b 
lard againſt the Expedition into Ramoth-gilead, © 22: WY” 
repreſented all 7ſrael ſcatter'd upon the Hills, as 1 
uin # ſbe pberd. For his Prophecy was re: v. 17. |$ { 
led, and his Perſon ignominiouſly treated for felling 4 bi 
Truth: Abab poſitively declar'd he hated bim, be- | g FM 
ſe be d not prophecy Goa concerning him, but Evil, - FR 
sa Reward for his Saucineſs, commanded him 6 MY 
tft in Priſon, and fed with Bread of Affliction, and, a 7 1 
let il ton, till he return d in Peace. Fetters ang 1 
pes, perhaps, might bring the Man of Gd to a 14 


ner mind, and oblige him to preach a more courtly 
ſeaſonable Doarine. For Truth 1s of too plain 
lhomely an aſpect io be ſeen at all times, and thoſe 
twould e in Ang Houſes, muſt be diſtinguiſh'd 
the Smroorbneſs of their Sprech, as well as the Sof7- 
iof their Raiment. Some Perſons are too big for 
proof, and too wiſe for Inſtruction, and when 
t has once got the Sway and Aſcendant of ſuch 
ls, it grows head · ſtrong and aſſuming, — 
an 


and untractable, and diſcharges its Fury upon tho 
who oppoſe the Torrent, and are for ſtopping i 
growth of Infidelity. If the Preachers of Rightey 
neſs will be faithful Monitors, and ſpeak Truth bol 
ly, there will never be wanting Ababs to hate the 
Perſons, and Balaks to diſhonour their Fun 
Their Plain. dealing will diſguſt their Rulers, and the 
Principles put a ſtop to their Perferment; and % j| 
Lord hath kept them back from Honour. 


and temptations of this World, it is {till the duty; 
a good Man to act agreeably to hisConſcience,and1} 
Laws of God. And here Balaam is ſo far a pate 
for our Actions, as he did not embrace the unte 
able propoſals, and comply with the unjult dema 
of Balak, He boldly own'd himſelf a Servant to: 
other Maſter, and lo much at the diſpoſal of a Supe 


Numb. 22. Full of ſiluer and gold, be could not go beyond the wind 
the Lord his God, to do leſs or more. The Anſwer v 
generous, and the Reſo/utzon brave; the Principle v 
rightly form'd, and the Example may be inltrudi 
to Polterity. . For every one that acts by/a Comwll 

on from God, as Halaam pretended to do, and is ei 
in to give his advice in things pertaining to his Fu 
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FIFTHLY, Notwithſtanding the 'allureme 


or power, that if the King would give him his Hu 


tion, mult either diſnonour his great Maſter, and: 
feit his own Character, or be particularly remark 
tor theſe following Virtues : | | 
Firſt, Such an Uprightneſs and Sincerity of Mi 
as will ſecure him from any mean compliat 
with the Demands, or any fulſom flattery 0 
Perſons of thoſe, who have the rule over bim. 
| Secondly, For ſuch Care and Induſtry in all the 
cerns of that great Maſter , whoſe be is, 
whom be ſerves, as may prove him to be 4! 
Ambaſſador of Chrift, and a faithful Steward if 
Myſteries of God. POR” 3 | 
Thirdly, For luch Courage and Reſolution inenlo 
ing che Precepis of Chriſtianity , and exact 
Obedience from all orders and degrees ol Mi 


the Univerſity of Oxford, &c. 
as ſhew him to have no other aim in view, than 


the Honour of his God, and the Salvation of his 
Brethren. 


e that is indued with theſe Qualifications, and 
bfully diſcharges his Office in all theſe reſpects, 
he very Reverſe of that fawning and temporizing 
ophant, whom, I have fo fully deſerib'd in the fore- 
nediſcourſe: and | have no farther occaſion to en- 
x upon this Subject, or to make any other uſe of 
three laſt Obſervations, than to ſum up the Cha- 
ter of a good Man in a word or two. 


of [ntereſt ; free from Deſipn, and unaccuſtom'd to 
Hey; ſteady in his Principles, and regular in his 
Ace; devout in his Life, and uniform in his Aci. 
Tho' he 1s a Stickler for Government, and an 
ample of Obedience, he is no Friend to the Cabals, 
Patron of the Injuſtice of his Governors. He nei- 
obs his God to enrich his Sovereign, or depreſſes 
Hereign to exalt his Subjects. He has no not ion 
ne State in prejudice to the Church, nor owes any 
Jet Service to his Prince, contrary to his publick En- 
ments and Obligations to his God. The Rule of 
life is ſteady and unerring, and his Conſcience void 
fence towards God and towards Man. His Pen is 
mercenary, nor his Lips perfidious ; his Head wa- 
ing, nor his Heat deceitful. He never wrefts 
xripture from its genuine Senſe, nor perverts the 
it to his private Intereſt ; He makes no falſe Com- 
Its upon St. Paul for the fake of a Party, nor con- 
kany neceſſary truth in complement to his Supe- 
„ He has Courage to defend what was his 
to aſſert, and Zeal to practice what was his Prin- 
* to preach, He is not to be carry'd away with 
ws, or amus'd with Greazneſs; not to be won by 
le, or terrify'd by a Froun; not to be mov'd 

air words, or bought off by real Preſerments. 
Ince then the Character of this good Man is ſo 
ming and delightful, and the Virtues which com- 
i ſo rare and uncommon; ſince the Temptations 
C to 


We may ſee then that he is a Man of Conſcience, and 
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and Preferment ſo engaging ; ſince Men of our h 


cloſe of this Diſcourſe, to fortify our minds agy 


mou 
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to Vice are ſo prevalent, and the Propoſals of Hon 


feſſion are generally attack'd from this quarter, , 
the Tricks of State arecarry'd on by the Servile c 
pliances of Church-men; it will not be improper, a 


thoſe Baits and Snares that are generally laid in, 
way, and to encourage one another in we. doing i 
a ptoſpect of that Recompence of reward, which a 
ſcientious diſcharge of our Duty will intitle u 
For by this means we ſhall convince our Supem 
that we look higher than the petty and trifling a 
fiderations of this world, and are not ſo mercenary 
our Tempers , and looſe in our Principles, as th 
may fancy us to be, We ſhall declare to all mankin 
that we don't ſtudy to be great at the expence of 12 
Conſcience, or uſe any indirect means 10 gain high 
and more honourable Stations than our Ne1ghbuu 
but that we endeavour to promote the common Inte 
of the Church and State, and to vindicate the Hong 
of the Prieſthocd, and inſtead of being broken 1 
Parties, and led away by crafty Men, are willing 
unite as Prethren, are zealous to act as Chriſtians. 
Now for our greater Encouragement in this vd 
we may in the 
SIXTH and laſt place conſider that Comfort ut 
Satisfaction, which a Perſon that acts impartialiy i 
tween the Commands of his God, and the Dictates( 
his Conſcience, does in part find already, and (ii 
more fully experience hereafter, tho' he miſſes che 
advantages, which Flatterers and Tempor1zers 
gain in this World. For if the Performance ol 80 
Actions fills Men with Joy and Delight, certainly 
ſhall have a more than ordinary ſhare of it, who! 
ſtood the Tryal in the moſt dangerous times, ande 
pos'd himſelf againſt the moſt violent Temptadio 
For to withſtand the Overtures of Intereſt and Hoo 
and vanquiſh the perverſe Inelinations of [ntriguel 
Men, argues no 1nferior Degree of Virtue, and int 
tles a Man to no mean reward, As the Kenprin t 
| | 8 of 


the Univerſity of Oxford, &c. 
t and the Danger uncommon, ſo the Mages ſhall 


toportionable, and the End Glorious. 
ve look no farther than this World, T take the 


tions of a Man's mind upon a well ſpent Life, 


the Aſſurances of a good Conſcience in general, to 
great Encouragement to his Actions, and no 
Comfort under his Sufferings: And in the Cafe 
revs, when any Perſon has been employ'd 1n pub- 
Concerns, and not been born off from his Duty by 
private Intereſt, the Reflection upon his paſt Ser- 
; muſt be more pleaſing to himſelf, and the Ap- 
ſes of his Conſcience rapturous and tranſporting. 
(perilous times ſhould ariſe, and God in his anger 
ld give up a rebellious and diſobedient Nation, 
It inward Peace and Satisfaction muſt thoſe few 
| Men have, who, like Hoſes, Fave ſtood in the 
and endeavour'd to ſtop the torrent of Infidelity ; 
0 by all ſuitable Arguments have oppos'd the mo- 
and faſhionable Sins of the Age, and not baſely 
gd and truckled to Men in Authority. Their 
ſent Comfort and Re joicing is, that in an Honeſt 
plcity, and godly Sincerity, they have had their Con- 
lian in this World, and not been carry'd away by 
judice and Partiality, or influenc'd by the ill Ex- 
ples of great Men; That they have advanc'd no 
neiples deſtructive to the Conſtitution, nor en- 
ag d any Practices offenſive to God; That they 
e neither unhing'd the Government, or betrayed 
Church; neither flatter'd their Superiors, or 

ed the ir Brethren. 
hatſoever, therefore, ſhall be the Fate of their na- 
Country, and whatever Afflictions ſhall light up- 
the Church, they have made a timely Proviſion for 
alclyes, and ſecur'd a Treaſure in another Aing- 
As they have been famous for a bold and un- 
ited profeſſion of their Faith, and appear'd openly 
lelence of Chriſt and his Goſpel before the Kings and 
of this World, ſo they ſhall be own'd by their 
at God and Saviour, and applauded by Saints and 
bs in another. The great Malter whom Foy 
' lerve 
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Sermon Preach'd before Cc. 
ſerve is both able and willing to promote them, audi 
reward of their Service will infinitely compenſate ih 
Diligence and Fidelity: It is not ſubject to caſualit 
or encumber'd with diſadvantages; not to be ſoi 
for with Flattery, or procur'd by Bribery ; but | 

the effeA of our Courage and Zeal, and the Purch; 
of a pure and undefil'd Conſcience, 

Wherefore, my Beloved Brethren, be ye Ned}. 
unmove able in your holy Profeſſion. Slight the dec 
ful Overtures of this world, and embrace the mor: 
vantageous Propoſals of another : Serve a Maſter,y 
is truly honourable, and purſue your real Intere}} 
Juſt and reputable means. Place your FRever/jn 
Heaven againſt the troubleſome and vexatious 7% 
ſions on Earth, and the certain favour of your G 
againſt the fickle Humours of Earthly Potentates, ( 
poſe Life and Immortality to Death and Diſgrace, x 
a bright and triumphant Crown of Glory to the fad 
and momentary Honours of this World : And thi 
you will come to a juſt Notion of what is truly gre 
and magnificent, and know where to make your: 
drefles tor Subſtantial Preferments. You will abt 
the mean compliances, and pity the mercenary te 
pers of ſome of your Brethren. You will conten 
the Frowns of haughty men, and if Age ſhould a 
that know not Foſeph, you will overlook the Negle 
of ſuch an ungrateful Court. You will carry yo 
Eye beyond the dazling Greatneſs of temporal f 
nours, and your Courage will be augmented, 1 
your Hopes enliyen'd by a glorious proſpect of Fu 
rity, Amen. EXE. 
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